
The Oxford Handbook of Commodity History

Jonathan Curry-Machado (ed.) et al.

https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197502679.001.0001

Published: 2023 Online ISBN: 9780197502686 Print ISBN: 9780197502679

Search in this book

CHAPTER

https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197502679.013.18  Pages 311–334

Published: 18 December 2023

Abstract

Keywords:  migrations, global history, slaves, slavery regimes, slave trade, talking commodities

Subject:  World History, History

Series:  Oxford Handbooks

Collection:  Oxford Handbooks Online

14 Migration, Slavery, and Commodi�cation 
Michael Zeuske

This chapter analyses migrations in global history using examples of slave trade/slavery as ‘forced’ or

‘coerced’ migration and their connections to commodi�cation. Taking a longue-durée plateau

approach to global history, from 10000 BNC to around 1960, Atlantic slavery (1400–1900), as well as

the slaveries and colonial expansions of Europe (1800–1960), are given special consideration. In

addition to referencing the commodities produced by and for enslaved people, here enslaved people in

particular are treated as ‘talking commodities’, a relatively unaddressed topic. In summary, it is

established that without slavery, diverse slavery regimes, slave trade, but above all without enslaved

people, many commodities would not have existed. How this applies to commodi�cation in ‘Western’

capitalism as a whole needs to be further researched and debated.

MIGRATION has played an integral part in global history.  Geographical mobility, whether freely entered into

or the result of coercion, has always been an important element of human society and the global spread of

commodity frontiers. Indeed, it would probably be impossible to study the history of any commodity

without some consideration of the human movements that this involved. Migrations of workers, merchants,

or technical specialists enabled the development of plantation economies and extractive regimes, as well as

exchanges and trade in general, but there is another sense in which migration and commodities are

interlinked: the process by which human bodies themselves became a form of capital—commodi�ed as

slaves; traded; and in the process enabling the exploitation of plant, animal, metallic, mineral, and medical

commodities that as a captive workforce they were employed in producing.
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The concept of migration was initially primarily used by state authorities in their counting of emigrants and

immigrants, as they attempted to maintain control over their populations. From this, social science

demographers and historical sociologists made use of the term. Although with some earlier precedents,

historians—in particular those applying a more global perspective—have since the 1990s been paying close

attention to this. Particularly important was Dirk Hoerder’s study of world migrations over the last

millennium,  but the range of historical migration studies is now quite impressive.  Bridging the gap

between social sciences and historical research, this growing literature covers a wide range of migrations:

slavery and the slave trade, as well as other ‘unfree’ forms of labour and forced migration, such as

indentureship and convicts; concepts such as the ‘African diaspora’ and the ‘African Atlantic’ that arose

from the slave trade, along with the human commodi�cation in the production of tropical commodities; and

the voluntary migrations related to economic, structural, political, and religious di�erences and the global

division of labour.

2 3

Until at least the sixteenth century, most migration consisted of nomadism—the historical movement of

large groups. This saw the migrations in the early history of mankind, the migration of peoples with their

livestock from Central Asia to Eastern Europe and India, the migrations to and across the Americas, and that

of the Polynesians and the migrations in Africa and other large territories. Militarized expansions also

played a part: the Hun expansion of the fourth to sixth centuries AD, leading to the accelerated migration of

peoples, in many cases through displacement; the Mongol expansion of the thirteenth and fourteenth

centuries; and later European expansions. From this perspective, all human history, since its early

beginnings until the present day, is the history of migrations—taking place for reasons of subsistence,

inequality, land occupation, or climatic changes and events or as a result of political causes such as escape

from violence, oppression, or armed con�icts.

p. 312

Many migrations have not been voluntary. From the earliest times, alongside ‘free’ movement there has

been a trade in those who were compelled against their will. Christian Langer, for example, has shown the

relationship between forced labour and deportations as far back as Ancient Egypt.  Since at least the

Neolithic period, animal husbandry (in particular of horses) facilitated military migrations and massive

raids on other settlements, resulting in enslavement.  Not only were those captured forced into domestic or

military service, but they quickly came to demonstrate an early form of commodi�cation, as ‘gifts’

exchanged between rulers and elites.

4

5

6

Probably the most important of forced commodi�ed migrations that played a signi�cant part in de�ning the

modern world, integrally connected to a number of commodities, was the ‘African diaspora’, involving the

coerced movement of large numbers of enslaved Africans to other parts of the world and the most

signi�cant movement of people into the Americas. Up to 1820, while some two to three million migrants

arrived from Europe, between six and eight million came from Africa. It was not until 1840 that this became

supplanted by other migrations in scale—Europeans into the Americas and Asians to both the Americas and

Australia.

While the African slave trade was integrally connected with commodity production in the tropics (sugar,

tobacco, cocoa, co�ee, cotton) and slave-food commodity production (jerked meat, dried salt cod, cassava,

maize, beans, rice, eddo), this forced migration itself saw human bodies becoming commodi�ed. Enslaved

men and women, as well as children, were ‘talking commodities’, and their human capital was arguably the

fundamental capital of Atlantic history from 1450 to 1900,  and an early driver of globalization.

Commodi�ed humans provided a gigantic capital stock and were the basis of formal �nancial and

commercial institutions (including state credit), as well as colonial territorialization by European powers.

However, although much of the literature has focused on transatlantic slavery, this was but the more visible

aspect of a phenomenon that was in fact much more widespread. Andrés Reséndez, for example, has shown

how the Spanish built an ‘empire of slavery’ in the Americas, partially founded on the enslavement of
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indigenous peoples, particularly in frontier zones,  while Mattias van Rossum et al. have recently

highlighted the importance of many slavery regimes in the Indian Ocean World.

9

10

The focus here is on the enslaved forms of migration in which humans themselves were commodi�ed.

Slavery can be de�ned as the exploitation and control by other people (individuals, institutions, or

corporations) of human bodies, their productivity (work, energy, services), time, and mobility. Slaves have

been used as body capital for power, labour, value, wealth, and productivity, as well as for status, health

(including as objects for medicinal knowledge), and currency or value—sometimes linked quite speci�cally

to either parts of the enslaved body, or its whole. They have also been used for their reproductive value, as,

among others, Jennifer Morgan has explored.  That the procurement of those to be enslaved was carried

out mostly by marginal elites, or as mutual ‘gifts’ between elites, resulted in slavery becoming an

institution, as Joseph Miller traces for slavery throughout global history.  However, despite its historical

ubiquity—or perhaps because of this—slavery should not be seen as a ‘mode of production’ in itself. Rather,

there have been slaveries in multiple epochs and situations—including houses, estates, mines, ships,

harbours, and military fortresses. Slavery has occurred in many di�erent regions, under quite distinct

slavery regimes, while slave trading and slave production in slaving zones have been part of various political

systems—imperial, monarchical, and republican—and also ‘without state’, practised by small-scale

societies, or religions such as Catholicism, Protestantism, or Islam.

p. 313
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Damian Pargas has argued that slavery was a globalizing phenomenon, along with the slave traders and

their personnel, in a way similar to the role played by sailors.  The connection to developing global

communications and mobilities stems from the sixteenth century, with the expanding circumnavigation of

the earth through Iberian ships (Magellan/El Cano 1519–1522) and the founding of Manila in 1571 leading to

a truly global connection of slaveries and slave trades. Prior to this, the most globalized slaveries and slave-

trade systems were those of the islamicate—territories under Muslim control, or strongly in�uenced by

them, from Spain to Sumatra and the Southern Philippines. Sylviane Diouf has shown how enslaved

Muslims since around 1400 in�uenced the developing European globalization—not only in Europe but also

in the Americas.  However, ‘global’ biographies of enslaved people were unknown until the eighteenth

century, despite literature that has established the notion of a global life history from around 1570.

Possibly the most globalized biography of a slave—at least covering the whole Atlantic hemisphere of

Africa, Europe, and the Americas—is that of Nicholas Said.

14

15

16

17

Ehud Toledano has shown how all slaveries were also ‘systems of belonging’ and formed the basis for new

hierarchies, as well as asymmetric dependencies.  In this sense, they were very important for the

preservation of stability, on the one hand, and, on the other, new forced migrations and expansions: slave

soldiers, states with enslaved soldiers, crews of slave ships, captains, and slave traders as entrepreneurs and

cosmopolites ‘from below’. Not to forget slave women as mothers of enslaved people but also of mighty

elites. This suggests that all slaveries were also systems of dependencies—albeit following very violent acts,

actions, forced mobility, and processes against individuals and groups. All such systems were in the �rst

instance local but also ultimately regional, continental, imperial, hemispheric, and transhemispheric, as in

the case of the Mongols, extending from East and South-East Asia to Eastern Europe, or the �fteenth-

century Islamic commercial networks—from Spain to Aceh and the Southern Philippines, passing

through Central Asia and Northern India, with connections to the Malay Peninsula, Northern and Eastern

Africa, and Europe.

18

p. 314

Nevertheless, none of these was fully ‘global’, in the spatial sense of spanning the whole globe, prior to the

nineteenth century. It was not until the establishment of a world economy between 1800 and 1960 that there

would be a global work system, with colonies involving many local slaveries (house slaveries, women and

child slaveries, and collective slaveries, often under the control of local elites) and slave trading systems

(sometimes using other names and traditions), regional slavery between elites, and global migrations into

forced labour systems and ‘second slaveries’. Until then, they were at most national-imperial work systems.
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Chronological-Spatial Plateaus of Slavery

Slavery can perhaps best be understood as having gone through a number of ‘chronological- spatial

plateaus’ in relation to migration and commodities. There were in fact multiple slaveries, and together

these provide an alternative way at looking at world history through a commodities lens.

Hypothetically, these plateaus began between 20000 and 10000–8000 BCE. Although extending over larger

spaces, they always grow from local roots in some form, and with quite speci�c cultural de�nitions or legal

forms (e.g. forms of bondage and serfdom in Europe). They were, however, even from their very local

beginnings, ‘global’ in the sense that slaves existed, even if without a worldwide institution of slavery per se

or as stateless prisoners in groups. They may not have been a part of a global system as such, but with their

mobility, or the interruption of their mobility in being �xed as enslaved, they were part of the broader

perspective of migration. Prehistoric slavery can be seen, for example, in the work of Catherine Cameron,

and since then six ‘plateaus’ of slavery can be identi�ed. It is important to understand that these are not

stages or formations but rather manifestations of slavery that started successively, none of which has ever

stopped, with the partial exception of the Third Plateau of Atlantic slavery, which was formally abolished in

the West by the late nineteenth century.

19

20

The First Plateau consists chie�y of enslaved women and children—or rather, victims of slaving activities

within or between communities. This includes self-enslavement of women and children, as well as poor

people, in return for food, sustenance, and security. This is slavery without formal institution, dating from

at least 20000 BCE, and extending to the present day. Often this has been a part of nomadism or slow

migrations. In this case, commodi�cation is on a very individual level, and barely formalized—at most as an

exchange or release, for example, of con�ict prisoners/captives, women, girls, and children in general. This

might be to leaders of other communities, playing an important function in demographic community,

domination, and stabilization. Men—especially young captive men—were often herders for livestock,

and as such were treated as warriors. Even if there was some form of contract (as happened from very early

in China), after the signing of such a contract these people totally disappear as legal persons. They would

have their own forms of mobility and commodi�cation, often involving other asymmetric social

dependencies, like adoption, forced marriage or female house servitude, children’s bondage, buying and

lending of girls, boys, and women. Possibly the oldest form was that of sacri�cial slavery, with the enslaved

people forming a part of rituals involving the use of living human bodies.

p. 315

The Second Plateau is that of ‘house’ or kin slaveries, existing on a small scale within personal networks of

kinship, a�nity, guilds of skilled people (such as hunters, warriors, ritual specialists, or healers), and

clientage.  Here ‘slaving’ (even when there may have been little conceptualization of it as such) is a

dimension of mobility between groups. In the majority of cases, this would have been involuntary. However,

at times it may have been voluntary—for example, self-enslavement as part of a feast culture, clientage, or

enslaved members of raid groups. As Alfredo González-Ruibal shows, the enslaved came into a house group,

which, in the broadest sense of the word, would comprise huts, houseboats, tents, temples, and palaces.

This plateau forms something of a Pandora’s box, containing all slaveries and slave trades as forced

migrations up to the present day. It also includes slaveries without big migrations—as forms of ‘close

slaveries’ or small-scale slave regimes, such as debt slavery, collective slavery, raid slaveries, child

slaveries, slavery of certain castes, and sex slavery. It seems to date from at least the Bronze Age;  and

combines probably the most widespread and quantitively overwhelming forms of slavery, including some of

the biggest slavery regimes in world history: Roman; Arab-Islamic Caliphates and their successor empires,

including the Ottoman and Persian, and their zones of in�uence in India, North and East Africa, and the

Malayan World; the Byzantine Empire; the Frankish-Carolingian Empire and its successors; the barbaric

and Slavic monarchies, which often emerged as militaristic slave-hunting societies, including the Huns,

Avars, Bulgars, Saxons, Cumans, Khazars, Vikings/Normans, and Hungarians; the empires in China and its

21
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area of in�uence; the Mongolian empire and its successors. Often these formed a part of migrations and

expansions.  In this plateau, commodi�cation played a very important role, alongside ‘gifts’ between elites

as well as for generals and soldiers, possibly as war booty. Slaves were exchanged for silver, alcohol, metals,

weapons, fabrics, furs, horses, cattle, technologies, knowledge (such as books and maps), art, currencies,

and even food such as �sh, meat, salt, or oil.

24

The Third Plateau is primarily constituted by the so-called Atlantic slavery, running from around 1400 until

1900 in the expanding ‘West’—spanning the Americas and West Africa, as well as parts of East Africa and

(at least until the eighteenth century) the islands of the Indian Ocean. Moses Finley de�ned �ve

‘hegemonic’ slaveries,  and of these three are contained within this plateau: southern US slavery and those

of Brazil and the Caribbean (the other two were the slave societies of Greek and Roman antiquity). The most

important of Atlantic slaveries was that of the Iberian Atlantic, followed by the North-West European

Atlantic. However, all these ‘Atlantics’ were, at the same time, an ‘African Atlantic’, as Paul Lovejoy and

others have argued.  Within this plateau, di�erent types of other slaveries (belonging to the First and

Second Plateaus) continued to exist: various types of local slavery regimes under their own elites,

slaveholders and traders (without the African local slavery regimes, the Atlantic slavery would have been

impossible), slaving zones, and local slavery regimes in growing contact with the globalizing commercial

networks associated with European colonialism. One of the best examples of research into slavery and its

interdependencies with colonial expansion is that of the diverse slaveries in North America, including

northern Mexico and the Caribbean, explored in Linking the Histories of Slavery, edited by James Brooks and

Bonnie Martin.

25

p. 316
26

27

The Atlantic slaveries of the Third Plateau can be summarized into three distinct periods, in terms of the

interrelation between migration, slaveries, and commodities. The �rst, or African-Iberian Atlantic, runs

from around 1400 to 1640—with connections to the Indian Ocean from 1488, and from around 1570 to the

Paci�c Ocean, with emporia established around the globe (including, for example, Luanda and Manila). This

saw the foundation of Atlantic forced migration for the production of tropical commodities throughout the

colonial territories of the Americas (although centred upon the Caribbean), the prerequisite for which was

the violent conversion of African captives into ‘talking commodities’ as enslaved people.

The ‘Second Atlantic’ ran from around 1640 to 1820. This had two main dimensions: a Protestant African-

Northwest European Atlantic and a Catholic African-Iberian Southern Atlantic. There were many

connections between the two, especially in the Caribbean and West Africa—although in some cases also in

East Africa and the western Indian Ocean, as well as between East Asia and Mexico/Spanish America.

Approximately eight million enslaved people were taken from Africa to the Americas during this period, in

conjunction with production complexes that were increasingly global in their orientation. These included

the extraction of minerals, especially American silver (although also gold, which was important in Africa,

platinum, and precious stones),  iron, and copper; and European and American industrial goods, including

those related to shipping (sails, metal parts, instruments, barrels, masts) as well as tools, weapons, and

earthenware. These were dwarfed, however, by the commodity trade that was directly related to slavery.

This included the value of the slaves as commodities in themselves, which (drawing on the research into the

slave trade by David Eltis, Frank Lewis, David Richardson, Nicholas Draper, Catherine Hall, Keith

McClelland, and others)  can be estimated as being in the region of two billion silver pesos over this period.

But it also includes the extensive range of commodities produced by them: not least the plant products

cultivated and processed using slave labour, and then commodi�ed by colonial and ex-colonial elites—

sugar, cacao, tobacco, indigo, co�ee, cotton. There were also those commodities produced for and by the

enslaved: food crops, drink, working and guard animals (cattle, horses, mules, dogs), food animals

(chickens, goats, cattle, sheep), clothing, tools, ships, and the various infrastructural needs—such as

harbours, barracks, and the transport and communication infrastructures between them. There was the

28
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leather and timber for boxes and barrels needed for transportation of the commodities, as well as textiles

and fabrics—wool, linen, cotton, and the cloths produced from these.

p. 317

The ‘Third African-Iberian hidden Atlantic’ of the nineteenth century was formed from some very large,

almost global, ‘second slaveries’ and ‘slavery modernities’,  involving slave-based capitalisms.  These

were part of European expansion, colonialism, creolization, new types of mass migrations, and Western

‘war capitalism’,  alongside the capital-multiplying space of the ‘hidden Atlantic’ (as in Cuba/Spain and

Brazil/Portugal).  This period saw more than two million displaced people thrown into the illegal

contraband trade, with forced migration from West and East Africa.

30 31

32

33

As a whole, these ‘Atlantics’ formed the Third Plateau of slave history—a history of intense forced

migration over long distances. It is the only one of the plateaus of slavery that was built upon an entire

commercial transport system (not only maritime, but also land-based).  The enslaved migrants (if they

survived the journey, which of course many did not) often subsequently engaged in active resistance, �ight,

settling, transculturation, and the formation of new diasporic migrations (often themselves in connection

with the slave trade).  The historiographical problem this presents is that there are hardly any self-

representations by slaves while in slavery.  Yet this is also the only plateau that found a formal end in

state-proclaimed abolitions and emancipations, as a result of which to this day there is no country where

ownership of human bodies is legal—however much informal slaveries may persist.

34

35

36

37

The Fourth Plateau began around 1800, and thus overlaps with the Third—mainly through the ‘second

slaveries’, ‘hidden Atlantic’, and the beginnings of world economy with connections to East Africa—and is

the most complicated of the Plateaus.  It began in the period of Western abolitionism—�rst from England,

the United States, and France (1808 to 1840), in tandem with developing racist discourses, and then the

‘new’ slaveries from 1840 to 1960.  It saw the ‘West’ become genuinely global in scope (with the expansion

into India, the Indian Ocean and Africa). In the process, abolitionist rhetoric and policies to openly

countenance slaveries turned to other forms through which slavery could persist albeit disguised. Slave

emancipation did not end forced labour, which continued in some parts under the pretext of preserving

local customs and traditions, as in China, South-East Asia, India, Persia, and other Islamic countries.

38

39

40

This was paralleled �rst by large-scale forced worker migrations within and from the Indian Ocean, China,

and other Eastern hemisphere territories, such as the Dutch Indies, to the Western hemisphere and

Australia.  It included mixed forms of indentureship, free labour, and bond-slaveries, based on national-

imperial ‘war capitalism’,  as well as the formal or informal ‘second slaveries’. In e�ect, this plateau is akin

to a ‘global second slavery’, in e�ect ‘no end after the end’.  It involved informalization following the

abolition of former ‘big’ legal slaveries into smaller complexes of slaveries by another name—yet involving

the same extremely hard work under the same production structures (plantations and others, in colonies or

on colonial frontiers), often with even stronger asymmetric dependencies and the same low status for the

nominally ex-slaves. This began with the practices under Toussaint Louverture in Saint-Domingue/Haiti

around 1800 and colonial policies under British anti-slave trade pressure from around 1815, with the so-

called emancipated slaves.  These o�cially ‘liberated’ but in reality informal state slaves had to work

following their emancipation from slave vessels for seven more years under conditions that were often

indistinguishable from slavery.

41

42

43

p. 318
44

45

Akin to colonial slavery and involving the same hard labour (generally unskilled and physical, involving the

hardest of routine jobs, and work on large projects like canals or railways), this was indirect

commodi�cation. Individuals could not be bought and sold in the marketplace, as were enslaved people

before formal abolition, but, with the help of the state, they were sold by contract, or exchanged between

elites, or colonial projects and armies. Something similar also happened with the so-called contract or

indentured workers (‘coolies’),  whose contracts were also sold, sometimes with an advance payment

being made by the buyer to the families of those so employed.

46

47
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The Fifth and Sixth Plateaus comprise slaveries of women and children, collective colonial and state

slaveries, and slaveries in prisons and camps (German concentration camps, Japanese prisoner camps, the

Russian gulags, US jails, Chinese and North Korean camps), and the so-called modern slaveries from around

1970 on.  These are not discussed here, but, particularly since the 2003 Iraq war and the refugee crisis of

the twenty-�rst century, it has been shown that slaveries continue to form part of migrations as human

tra�cking linked to informal commodi�cation. Today’s slaveries exist though without formal legal

ownership in the sense of civil codes, as in ‘Roman’ law, customary law, or traditional Anglo-American case

law.

48

Two examples illustrate how these di�erent plateaus worked in historical reality, one from the sixteenth

century and the other from around 1800. Atlantic slavery emerged in the sixteenth century, �rst in Africa,

the Caribbean, and on some points of the South American coast. The Iberians and Genoese encountered First

and Second Plateau slavery, mostly through capture, raids, killing, and enslavement of prisoners, or house

slavery of the caciques and elites, on the islands and coasts around the Caribbean, and themselves carried

out massive raids and transported slaves. They brought the �rst Black enslaved people and began smuggling

enslaved cativos from the West African islands. From 1520 onwards, they also engaged in direct trade

between Africa and the Caribbean,  when the Spanish crown forbade the enslavement of indios from the

New World across the Atlantic to Europe—something that Columbus had already started—and introduced

collective forms of strong asymmetrical dependency on site (repartimiento and encomienda). Despite the ban

on this Atlantic dimension of Indian slavery, massive slave raids continued in the Caribbean. Although the

conquistadores and �rst settlers were generally acting within the First and Second Plateaus, they tried to

turn the enslaved into Atlantic commodities, just as the Portuguese turned cativos from Africa into Atlantic

capital of human bodies, quasi-settlers, and talking commodities. However, this succeeded only partially

and regionally in the Caribbean, as well as on frontiers and war zones in the expanding American colonies,

and was not yet permanently within the Third Plateau of Atlantic slavery.

49

50

A striking example of such slavery, together with forced migration, is that of an indigenous woman from the

Tocobaga people in today’s Florida (near Tampa). The woman, whom the Spaniards named Madalena, was

captured in 1539 during a raid by the Hernando de Soto expedition to Florida in 1539–1542. This was

clearly captivity and raid slavery of the Second Plateau. De Soto sent Madalena to the household of his wife

Inés de Bobadilla in Havana—another dimension of the Second plateau (informal domestic slavery). De Soto

was killed on the Mississippi around 1542, and his widow took Madalena to Seville, where she continued to

be an informal house slave within the emerging Third Plateau of Atlantic slavery.  Inés de Bobadilla died in

Seville in 1546, and Madalena returned to Havana, and as a translator she helped the Dominican monk Luis

Cáncer (a close con�dant of Bartolomé de las Casas) in the preparation of an expedition to today’s Tampa

Bay, where the Dominicans were trying to establish a mission. After serious con�icts with Tocobaga

warriors, who killed Cáncer, Madalena disappeared from written sources in 1549. As Scott Cave has

commented on her life history: ‘Madalena is never formally called a slave, but her kidnapping,

transhipment, and labour constituted slavery, in fact if not in name’.  The same applies throughout global

history to the connection between raid/war captivity and slavery, which has so far mostly been debated in

connection with expanding empires and frontiers, as well as militaristic frontier societies against expanding

empires.

p. 319

51

52

53

The second example concerns the close observer and analyst Alexander von Humboldt (1769–1859), who

visited Venezuela between 1799 and 1800, and Cuba in 1800/1801 and 1804.  Before travelling to the tropics

from Europe, Humboldt had experienced Prussian serfdom and was familiar with the debates around the

Third Plateau of Atlantic slavery—in the �rst instance with the British arguments about the slave trade. In

Venezuela, he described the dynamic beginnings of ‘second slavery’ on the north coast of South America—

an important dimension of the Third and Fourth Plateaus, which, as mentioned above, is based on capital

accumulation in plantation areas from human bodies out of the slave trade as well as mass production and
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trade/smuggling of commodi�ed human bodies and products/commodities for and by the enslaved. In

Cumaná, Humboldt observed the smuggling of slaves in the Caribbean periphery between the islands of

di�erent colonial powers,  and the establishment of new cocoa plantations as part of the Third Plateau. In

Caracas and in the adjacent large plantation zones of the Aragua and Tuy valleys (sugar, co�ee, cocoa,

indigo, cotton, tobacco; also, cattle, horses, donkeys, and mules on cattle ranches, or hatos), he analyzed

what was then the most modern ‘second slavery’ in the Spanish Empire.  On his travels south through the

Orinoco plains (llanos), he took note of the slavery of llaneros (mostly people of colour with Indian mothers)

and Black enslaved foremen in the hatos.  This can be considered a very old form of slavery as part of the

Second Plateau (captured warriors in livestock farming), existing within the Third Plateau. On his boat trip

down the Orinoco south to the Río Casiquiare, Humboldt saw the most varied forms of slavery among the

indigenous peoples (First and Second Plateaus, most of them raid slaveries, especially of Caribs, who also

supplied the Dutch and French in Suriname and Cayenne). And �nally, Humboldt repeatedly refers to a kind

of religious slavery in the Christian missions, which used slavery and the slave trade, as well as those

enslaved ‘without slavery’—in other words, forms of the First and Second Plateaus on the frontiers of the

Third Plateau. Similar to the bandeirantes and entradas in Brazil, the monks had developed raid tactics 

with larger groups of men from colonial societies (often also indigenous people of the mission, mulatos,

zambos, and free blacks as well as special enslaved people) with which they raided areas of not yet

subjugated peoples and tribes (entradas). There, women and children in particular were enslaved in order to

add them to the indigenous peoples of the mission stations and territories, with the excuse of bringing them

to Christianity.
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Cases Studies from Cuba

The Spanish colony of Cuba had by the nineteenth century developed the most dynamic of second slaveries

in its central western part. This undoubtedly formed part of the Third Plateau of Atlantic slavery and also of

the global Fourth Plateau, and through forced migrations, also contained elements of the First and Second

Plateaus within this. Mayas, Apaches, and Chichimecs from the northern regions of New Spain were

abducted as raid slaves to Cuba.  From many other areas of the Caribbean (Saint-Domingue after 1791,

Santo Domingo, Florida, and Louisiana, as well as South American tierra �rme), slave owners �ed to Cuba

with enslaved people or tried to force their former enslaved in Cuba back into the Third Plateau.  Between

1840 and 1874, around 150,000 Chinese and 2,000 Yucatecan Mayas, Indians from Honduras and Costa Rica,

and Black workers from Liberia were transported to Cuba.  As war and raid captives between slaves and

indentured people (or bond-slaves), they e�ectively came from other plateaus into the Third and later

Fourth Plateaus.
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Slaves were frequently treated not just as commodities for sale but as a form of currency that furthered

transactions between the three continents. This can be seen in the example of Jacob Faber, an American

slave trader from Baltimore who was taking up residence in Cuba having worked as a factor, or trade agent,

for the factoría (commercial centre for the Atlantic slave trade) on the Pongo River in today’s Guinea, north

of Conacry. In 1815, Faber embarked on the slave ship Junta de Sevilla with six muleques (adolescent slaves)

and a negrita (probably a young woman), to travel from Africa to Havana. To cover the cost of

transportation, he paid 100 pesos per enslaved child to the consigner of the ship—another North American,

Dr Samuel Galé, from Charleston. The trick with these semi-legal transports was that men like Faber did not

run the risk of buying and losing ships, organizing the expedition, or buying food and other necessary

supplies. Faber himself wrote about his human ‘currency’: ‘Serah to prime girl/Fárra to prime boy/Sabu to

prime boy/Yattá to prime boy/Yorrá to prime boy/Sabudie to prime boy/Culipa to prime boy… in all seven’.

He had chosen especially sought after and valuable child slaves and did not see �t to baptize them or give

them ‘Christian’ names. He had taken the children as highly wanted commodities and capital to �nance the

cost of hotel and subsistence expenses in Havana, and to exchange some of the children for other
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commodities or silver pesos. At the same time, travelling with slaves served as status capital, demonstrating

his power, connections, and wealth.  Faber’s story is one example of how enslaved people were treated as a

currency for commercial operations in both West Africa and the Atlantic World. The term ‘pieza de Indias’

(or peça in Portuguese) was used as an accounting unit throughout the Iberian empires until around 1820. As

Fernando Ortiz describes, a full pieza referred to a healthy man between 15 and 30 years old of at least a

certain height, or a healthy, tall young woman. Older women (aged over 25 years old), along with

adolescents and children, were valued as half or two-thirds of a pieza.
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The particular challenge for historians is that there are very few historical sources in which the enslaved

themselves ‘talk’, and even fewer examples of their self-representation. As Guno Jones has written, in

looking at Dutch Transatlantic and Indian Ocean slavery: ‘Impactful, horri�c stories of many millions have

disappeared into black holes of epistemological nothingness, and there is no way to retrieve them’.

Nevertheless, there are some examples of the ‘talking’ of the enslaved, which can be found in studies that

have sought to uncover such hidden voices, as in the collection edited by Kathryn McKnight and Leo

Garofalo, which seeks to make audible black narratives from the early modern Ibero-Atlantic world.  Even

then, since a voice has to be written down in order to be usable as an identi�able source, and as few slaves

would have had such an opportunity, mostly what can be found are what Paul Lovejoy has labelled ‘freedom

narratives’ , written either after the manumission of the respective individual or following formal abolition

of slavery.
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Important to historians in this respect are legal sources: police and prosecutor archives, court cases, and the

records of the síndicos and �scals, who were state-appointed and funded lawyers responsible for negotiating

on behalf of the enslaved, slave owners, and overseers.  Slaves and former slaves (or those facing the

danger of re-enslavement of themselves or their children) looked for sympathetic people in the system to

whom they spoke and who wrote down their words. Although the problem remains that such voices have

been mediated, nevertheless the impression is given of such enslaved people talking through the writer.

This can be seen in recent studies, such as that of Victor Goldgel-Carballo drawing on the consular

testimony of a man kidnapped into slavery in Cuba.
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Two speci�c sources from Cuba provide examples in which the enslaved ‘talk’ to us by writing themselves.

Although neither of these two sources had been subject to forced migration or the Atlantic slave trade, since

both were born in Cuba as Creole house slaves, nevertheless they were ‘talking commodities’, facing the risk

of being sold on by their respective owners. One of these, Juan Francisco Manzano, is very well known.

Manzano, while still a slave in Cuba, wrote and recited poetry that the slave owners (and possibly his co-

enslaved) liked to hear. His freedom was eventually purchased by a group of slave owners and writers, and

he wrote his autobiography.  The other, by contrast, is much less known—a young slave in Havana,

Margarito Blanco, who, with the written permission of his master, looked for work on the streets or in the

harbour. What we know of him comes from his recorded testimony before the Military Commission in 1839:

that he was twenty-�ve years old, a Creole slave, married, living in the Jesús María neighbourhood (near to

the walls and harbour of Havana), and held two jobs, as a cook and a harbour worker. He had asked the

authorities for permission to hold a nightly dance event with drums by the city walls.  Not only did

Margarito speak as a ‘talking commodity’, he also left some texts written in his own hand on pieces of

paper.  From other sources it seems that Margarito was a senior member of a mutualistic society

(asociación clandestina) , a religious group known in Cuba as abakuá or ñáñigos,  in which he held the rank

of ocongo or mocongo—considered to be the highest leader and warrior, responsible for making the sacred

drum sound (which is considered the voice of the leopard). As well as functioning as ‘labor contractors who

used their position to provide favors and jobs to society members, but also to exploit them’, the heads of the

secret society were often required to sign contracts for their members in the ports.
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Partly for this reason, such slaves and former slaves learned to read and write. But there were those who

arrived as slaves from Africa, already pro�cient in Latin alphabetical script. This was the case with the E�k
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people from the Cross River region between today’s Nigeria and Cameroon, as well as the ambakistas or

ambacas from the Kongo and Angola regions.  As very active slavers and merchants, in Africa they

interacted with the mainly English-speaking slave traders and captains of European, Cuban, and North

American slave ships.  As in all enslavement societies and slavery regimes, slave traders also lived

dangerously—some of them were themselves enslaved and forced across the Atlantic as ‘talking

commodities’.
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Conclusion

Each of the slavery plateaus described and the case studies provided demonstrate distinctive forms of

commodi�cation, related to a wide range of commodities—including the slaves themselves as ‘talking

commodities’.  This became clearly evidenced in Atlantic slavery from 1700 onwards in the Third Plateau,

and more clearly still from the Fourth Plateau onwards, with the development of the capitalist

‘Weltwirtschaft’ (global economy) and corresponding local slavery regimes of resources, production, and

commerce.

77

Once the formal slave trade and slavery for Westerners were no longer allowed, there was a turn to the so-

called coolie migration of contract or indentured labour. This has its own historiography, which is not dealt

with here but, in the context of those such as Hugh Tinker who refer to this as the ‘new system of slavery’,

calls for more comparative global research.  Contract labour was encouraged by the destruction of rural

livelihoods in their places of origin, whether through local slavery regimes or the already existing

colonialism, indirect or direct (such as in India), through wars or revolutions (as in China), active military

colonial expansion (for example, on the western frontier of the United States, Australia, Southeast Asia, and

the Paci�c islands).
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Indentureship saw aggressive use of contracts in the legal expansion of abolition discourse (and the already

old tradition of written contracts in China); human shipments bound for the Americas over longer distances

than at the time of the transatlantic slave trade and often on the same ships used in the former slave trade;

and work on plantations and major infrastructure projects in the country of arrival for a speci�ed time—

in the case of Cuba for eight years, similar to the so-called emancipados or liberated slaves. Contracts could

be sold and extended for the slightest o�ense, and penal sanctions could be imposed for breach of

contract.
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81

After the abolition of slavery and with the US incursion into former Spanish colonies, there were also

marked patterns of mass ‘free’ (recruited) labour migration across the Caribbean to work on post-slavery

plantation areas and build roads, railways, and the Panama Canal.  Globally, whether Chinese sent to Cuba,

Angolans to Sao Tomé, or South Asians to Sri Lanka, this was a very constricting form of ‘free’ labour if not

slavery in disguise.

82

Migration, slavery and slaving, and other forms of ‘unfree’ or ‘semi-free’ labour have, thus, been major

issues in global history linked to commodi�cation, creating the basis for asymmetrical dependencies, in

communities, societies, and empire formation, and for the enrichment of persons, groups, and institutions,

or getting central political positions for former marginalized elites. In the case of slavery, as this chapter

has shown, di�erent historical plateaus, which began with temporal and spatial speci�city, have

overlapped, and interacted, and—with the exception of the formal abolitions of the Third Plateau—have not

ended to this day. The best-known and best-studied plateau is arguably that of Atlantic slavery, which

resulted in empire building and colonial settlement, on the basis of commodity production by and in some

instances for the enslaved, in the process turning slaves themselves into ‘talking commodities’.83
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Deepening and broadening the plateau approach to encompass all forms of coerced labour may well

contribute to a more nuanced understanding of the di�erent ways in which commodi�ed humans have been

so fundamental globally, especially if avenues are explored to give them more of a voice. Without slavery,

diverse slavery regimes, slave trade, and above all without enslaved people, many commodities would not

have existed, and as people they deserve further research and debate. At the present stage of the debate

around slavery, commodi�cation, and development of the global economic system, it is probably best to

solve it by understanding enslaved people as commodi�ed ‘capital of human bodies’ and examining their

role in the history of di�erent capitalisms. Since around 1800, these capitalisms and their respective state

forms have been networked with each other but also hierarchized through wars and politics.

Notes

1.  Robert Rollinger and Harald Stadler (eds.), 7 Millionen Jahre Migrationsgeschichte. Annäherungen zwischen Archäologie,
Geschichte und Philologie (Innsbruck, Austria: Innsbruck University Press, 2019).

2.  Dirk Hoerder, Cultures in Contact: World Migrations in the Second Millennium (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2002).

3. See, for example, Pieter C. Emmer (ed.), Colonialism and Migration: Indentured Labour before and a�er Slavery (Dordrecht,
The Netherlands: M. Nijho�, 1986); Adam McKeown, ʻGlobal Migration 1846-1940 ,̓ Journal of World History, 15/2 (2004),
155–190; Mazumdar, ʻChinese and Indian Migration: A Prospectus for Comparative Research ,̓ in Wong Siu-lun (ed.),
Chinese and Indian Diasporas: Comparative Perspectives (Hong Kong: Centre of Asian Studies/University of Hong Kong,
2004), 139–167; Adam McKeown, ʻChinese Emigration in Global Context, 1850-1940 ,̓ Journal of Global History, 5 (2010), 95–
124; David Eltis (ed.), Coerced and Free Migration: Global Perspectives (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2002);
Harald E. Kleinschmidt, People on Move. Attitudes toward and Perception of Migration in Medieval and Modern Europe
(Westport, CT: Praeger, 2003); Evelyn Hu-DeHart, ʻChinese Coolie Labour in Cuba in the Nineteenth Century: Free Labour
or Neo-Slavery? ,̓ Slavery & Abolition, 14/1 (1993), 67–86; Evelyn Hu-DeHart, ʻRace Construction and Race Relations:
Chinese and Blacks in Nineteenth-Century Cuba ,̓ in Roshni Rustomji-Kerns (ed.), Encounters: People of Asian Descent in the
Americas (Lanham, MD: Rowman, 1999), 105–112; Wim Klooster (ed.), Migration, Trade, and Slavery in an Expanding World.
Essays in Honor of Pieter Emmer (Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill, 2009); Dirk Hoerder, ʻMigration Research in Global
Perspective: Recent Developments ,̓ Sozialgeschichte Online He�, 9 (2012), 63–84; Dirk Hoerder, ʻMigrationen und
Zugehörigkeiten ,̓ in Emily S. Rosenberg (ed.), 1870–1945. Weltmärkte und Weltkriege (Munich,: Beck, 2012), 433–588;
Donna R. Gabaccia et al. (eds.), Connecting Seas and Connected Ocean Rims. Indian, Atlantic, and Pacific Oceans and China
Seas Migration from the 1830s to the 1930s (Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill, 2011).

p. 324

4.  Christian Langer, ʻForced Labour and Deportations in Ancient Egypt: Recent Trends and Future Possibilities ,̓ Claroscuro,
19/2 (2020), 1–22.

5.  Detlef Gronenborn, ʻZum (möglichen) Nachweis von Sklaven/Unfreien in prähistorischen Gesellscha�en Mitteleuropas ,̓
Ethnologisch-Archäologische Zeitschri� 42/1 (2001), 1–42; Martin Schmidt, ʻDie Welt des Eumaios ,̓ in Andreas Luther (ed.),
Geschichte und Fiktion in der homerischen Odyssee (Munich: Beck, 2006), 117–138; Michael Zeuske, ʻGlobalhistorische
Sklavereiplateaus ,̓ in Michael Zeuske, Sklaverei. Eine Menschheitsgeschichte. Von der Steinzeit bis heute (Stuttgart,
Germany: Reclam, 2018), 51–158; Catherine M. Cameron, ʻHow People Moved among Ancient Societies: Broadening the
View ,̓ American Anthropologist 115 (2013), 218–231.

6.  Michael Zeuske, Handbuch Geschichte der Sklaverei. Eine Globalgeschichte von den Anfängen bis heute, 2 vols. (Berlin: De
Gruyter, 2019).

7.  Michael Zeuske, Sklavenhändler, Negreros und Atlantikkreolen. Eine Weltgeschichte des Sklavenhandels im atlantischen
Raum (Berlin: De Gruyter Oldenbourg, 2015).

8.  Tatiana Seijas, Asian Slaves in Colonial Mexico: From Chinos to Indians (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2014);
Mariano Alberto Bonialian, ʻAsiáticos en Lima a principios del siglo XVII ,̓ Bulletin de lʼInstitut français dʼétudes andines, 44/2
(2015), 1–32; John Donoghue and Evelyn P. Jennings (eds.), Building the Atlantic Empires: Unfree Labor and Imperial States
in the Political Economy of Capitalism, ca. 1500–1914 (Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill, 2016); Ryan Crewe, ʻConnecting the
Indies: The Hispano-Asian Pacific World in Early Modern Global History ,̓ Jornal de Estudos Históricos, 60 (2017), 17–34;

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/edited-volum

e/55348/chapter/431183239 by O
xford U

niversity Press U
SA user on 24 April 2024



Andrew Phillips and J. C. Sharman, Outsourcing Empire: How Company-States Made the Modern World (Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 2020); David Eltis, ʻIberian Dominance and the Intrusion of Northern Europeans into the
Atlantic World: Slave Trading as a Result of Economic Growing? ,̓ Almanack, 22 (2019), 495–549; Mariano Alberto Bonialian,
La América española entre el Pacífico y el Atlántico. Globalización mercantil y economía política, 1580–1840 (México DF: El
Colegio de México, 2019); Mariano Alberto Bonialian, ʻPanamá, Perú y el universo económico del Pacífico en la 
temprana globalización, 1580-1640 ,̓ Nuevo Mundo Mundos Nuevos, online,
http://journals.openedition.org/nuevomundo/76620; Roquinaldo Ferreira and Tatiana Seijas, ʻThe Slave Trade to Latin
America: A Historiographical Assessment ,̓ in Alejandro de la Fuente and George Reid Andrews (eds.), Afro-Latin American
Studies. An Introduction (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018), 27–51.

p. 325

9.  Andrés Reséndez, The Other Slavery: The Uncovered Story of Indian Enslavement in America (Boston: Houghton Mi�lin
Harcourt, 2016).

10.  Matthias van Rossum et al., Testimonies of Enslavement. Sources on Slavery from the Indian Ocean World (London:
Bloomsbury Academic, 2020).

11.  Jennifer L. Morgan, ʻAccounting for “The Most Excruciating Torment”: Gender, Slavery, and Trans-Atlantic Passages ,̓
History of the Present, 6/2 (2016), 184–207.

12.  Joseph C. Miller, ʻSlaving as historical process: examples from the ancient Mediterranean and the modern Atlantic ,̓ in
Enrico Dal Lago and Constantina Katsari (eds.), Slave Systems. Ancient and Modern (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2008), 70–102; Joseph C. Miller, The Problem of Slavery as History. A Global Approach (New Haven, CT: Yale University
Press, 2012).

13.  Catherine M. Cameron, ʻThe Nature of Slavery in Small-Scale Societies ,̓ in Noel Lenski, Catherine M. Cameron, and Joshua
Fincher (eds.), What Is a Slave Society? The Practice of Slavery in Global Perspective (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2018), 151–168.

14.  Damian A. Pargas, ʻSlavery as a Global and Globalizing Phenomenon. An Editorial Note ,̓ Journal of Global Slavery, 1
(2016), 1–4. See also Jerry Bentley, Renate Bridenthal, and Kären Wigen (eds.), Seascapes: Maritime Histories, Littoral
Cultures and Transoceanic Exchanges (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2007).

15.  Sylviane A. Diouf, ʻAfrican Muslims, Christian Europeans, and the Atlantic Slave Trade ,̓ in Sylviane A. Diouf, Servants of
Allah: African Muslims Enslaved in the Americas (New York: New York University Press, 1998), 4–48; Paul E. Lovejoy, ʻThe
Urban Background of Enslaved Muslims in the Americas ,̓ Slavery & Abolition, 26/3 (2005), 349–376; Manuel Barcia, West
African Warfare in Bahia and Cuba: Soldier Slaves in the Atlantic World, 1807–1844 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014);
Paul E. Lovejoy, J̒ihad na África Ocidental durante a “Era das Revoluções”: Em direção a um diálogo com Eric Hobsbawm e
Eugene Genovese ,̓ Topoi. Revista de História, 15/28 (2014), 22–67.

16.  Eberhard Crailsheim, ʻDie Manila-Galeone. Ein Akteur der frühen Globalisierung [The Manila Galleon. An Actor in Early
Globalization] ,̓ in Franz Halbartschlager, Andreas Obenaus, and Philipp A. Sutne (eds.), Seehandelsrouten—Wegbereiter
der frühen Globalisierung (Wien: Mandelbaum Verlag, 2019) 188–224; Dennis O. Flynn and Arturo Giráldez, ʻBorn Again:
Globalizationʼs Sixteenth Century Origins (Asian/Global versus European Dynamics) ,̓ Pacific Economic Review, 13/3 (2008),
359–387.

17.  Mohammad Ali Saʼid, The Autobiography of Nicholas Said; A Native of Bornou, Eastern Soudan, Central Africa (Memphis,
TN: Shotwell & Co., 1873).

18.  Ehud R. Toledano, ʻEnslavement in the Ottoman Empire in the Early Modern Period ,̓ in David Eltis and Stanley Engerman
(eds.), The Cambridge World History of Slavery, Vol. 3 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011), 34. See also Gudrun
Krämer, ʻFürstendiener und Pfortensklaven ,̓ in Gudrun Krämer, Der Vordere Orient und Nordafrika ab 1500 (Frankfurt am
Main, Germany: S. Fischer, 2016), 85–87.

19.  Catherine M. Cameron, Invisible Citizens: Captives and Their Consequences (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2009);
ʻHow People Moved among Ancient Societies: Broadening the View ,̓ American Anthropologist, 115 (2013), 218–231;
ʻCaptive Taking in Global Perspective ,̓ in Catherine M. Cameron, Captives: How Stolen People Changed the World
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2016), 19–42. See also Miller, The Problem of Slavery as History; Zeuske, Handbuch
Geschichte der Sklaverei.

p. 326

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/edited-volum

e/55348/chapter/431183239 by O
xford U

niversity Press U
SA user on 24 April 2024

http://journals.openedition.org/nuevomundo/76620


20. For all of the following slavery plateaus, see Zeuske, Handbuch Geschichte der Sklaverei, and Zeuske, ʻGlobalhistorische
Sklavereiplateausʼ.

21.  Joseph C. Miller, ʻSlaving as Historical Process: Examples from the Ancient Mediterranean and the Modern Atlantic ,̓ in Dal
Lago and Katsari, Slave Systems Ancient and Modern, 70–102.

22.  Alfredo González-Ruibal and Marisa Ruiz‐Gálvez, ʻHouse Societies in the Ancient Mediterranean (2000–500 BC) ,̓ Journal of
World Prehistory, 29/4 (2016), 383–437.

23.  Paul Treherne, ʻThe Warriorʼs Beauty: The Masculine Body and Self-Identity in Bronze-Age Europe ,̓ Journal of European
Archaeology, 3/1 (1995), 105–144; Kristian Kristiansen and Timothy Earle, ʻNeolithic versus Bronze Age Social Formations:
A Political Economy Approach ,̓ in Kristian Kristiansen, Ladislav Šmejda, and Jan Turek (eds.), Paradigm Found.
Archaeological Theory. Present, Past and Future. Essays in Honour of Evžen Neustupný (Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2015), 234–
247; Kristian Kristiansen, Thomas Lindkvist, and Janken Myrdal (eds.), Trade and Civilisation. Economic Networks
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018).

24.  Christine E. Sears, ʻ“In Algiers, the City of Bondage”: Urban Slavery in Comparative Context ,̓ in Je� Forret and Christine E.
Sears (eds.), New Directions in Slavery Studies: Commodification, Community, and Comparison (Baton Rouge: Louisiana
State University Press, 2015), 201–218.

25.  Moses I. Finley, ʻThe Emergence of a Slave Society ,̓ in Moses I. Finley, Ancient Slavery and Modern Ideology (Princeton, NJ:
Markus Wiener, 1998), 135–160.

26.  Paul E. Lovejoy, ʻThe Black Atlantic in the Construction of the “Western” World ,̓ in Dirk Hoerder, Christiana Harzig, and
Adrian Shubert (eds.), The Historical Practice of Diversity. Transcultural Interactions from the Early Modern Mediterranean to
the Postcolonial World (New York: Berghahn Books, 2003), 109–133; Tobias Green, ʻFear and Atlantic History. Some
Observations Derived from Cape Verde Islands and the African Atlantic ,̓ Atlantic Studies, 3/1 (2006), 25–42. For Anglo-
American Sphere, Frederick C. Knight, Working the Diaspora—The Impact of African Labor on the Anglo-American World
1650–1850 (New York: New York University Press, 2010).

27. *Bonnie Martin and James F. Brooks (eds.), Linking the Histories of Slavery in North America and its Borderlands (Santa Fe,
NM: SAR Press, 2015).

28.  Angelo Alves Carrara, ʻLa producción de oro en Brasil, siglo XVIII ,̓ in Bernd Hausberger and Antonio Ibarra (eds.), Oro y
plata en los incios de la economía global: De las minas a la moneda (México City: Colegio de México, 2014), 251–271;
Gustavo A. Lopes and Leonardo Marques, ʻO outro lado da moeda: Estimativas e impactos do ouro do Brasil no tráfico
transatlâtico de escravos (Costa da Mina, c. 1700-1750) ,̓ CLIO. Revista de Pesquisa Histórica, 37 (2019), 5–38.

29.  David Eltis, Frank Lewis, and Kenneth Sokolo� (eds.), Slavery in the Development of the Americas (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2004); David Richardson, ʻInvoluntary Migration in the Early Modern World, 1500-1800 ,̓ in Eltis and
Engerman, The Cambridge World History of Slavery, Vol. 3, 563–593; Catherine Hall et al. (eds.), Legacies of British Slave-
ownership. Colonial Slavery and the Formation of Victorian Britain (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014).

p. 327 30.  Javier Laviña and Michael Zeuske (eds.), The Second Slavery. Mass Slaveries and Modernity in the Americas and in the
Atlantic Basin (Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2014).

31.  Robert William Fogel, ʻAmerican Slavery. A Flexible, Highly Developed Form of capitalism,̓ in J. William Harris (ed.), Society
and Culture in the Slave South (London: Routledge, 1992), 77–99; Bonnie Martin, ʻSlaveryʼs Invisible Engine: Mortgaging
Human Property ,̓ Journal of Southern History, 76 (2010), 817–866; Edward E. Baptist, The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery
and the Making of American Capitalism (New York: Basis Books, 2014); Sven Beckert and Seth Rockman (eds.), Slaveryʼs
Capitalism: A New History of American Economic Development (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016); Dale
W. Tomich (ed.), Slavery and Historical Capitalism during the Nineteenth Century (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2017).
Slavery as capitalism in Cuba/Spain, see Eduardo Marrero Cruz, ʻTraficante de esclavos y chinos ,̓ in Eduardo Marrero Cruz,
Julián de Zulutea y Amondo. Promotor del capitalismo en Cuba (Havana, Cuba: Ediciones Unión, 2006), 46–79. For a
perspective of all Americas, see Rafael Marquese and Richard Salles (eds.), Escravidão e Capitalismo Histórico no Século
XIX. Brasil, Cuba e Estados Unidos (Rio de Janeiro: Civilização Brasileira, 2015); Mariana Muaze and Richard Salles (eds), O
Vale do Paraíba e o Império do Brasil nos Quadros da Segunda Escravidão (Rio de Janeiro: 7 Letras, 2015); José Antonio
Piqueras (ed.), Esclavitud y capitalismo histórico en el siglo XIX. Brasil, Cuba y Estados Unidos (Santiago de Cuba: Casa del
Caribe, 2016); Daniel Rood, The Reinvention of Atlantic Slavery: Technology, Labor, Race, and Capitalism in the Greater

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/edited-volum

e/55348/chapter/431183239 by O
xford U

niversity Press U
SA user on 24 April 2024



Caribbean (New York: Oxford University Press, 2017); Trevor Burnard and John D. Garrigus, The Plantation Machine:
Atlantic Capitalism in French Saint-Domingue and British Jamaica (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016);
Mariana Muaze and Richard H. Salles (eds.), A Segunda Escravidão e o Impérico do Brasil em Perspectiva Histórica (São
Leopoldo, Brazil: Casa Leiria, 2020); Stephan Conermann and Michael Zeuske (eds.), The Slavery/Capitalism Debate
Global. From ʻCapitalism and Slaveryʼ to Slavery as Capitalism. Comparativ 30. Jahrgang, He� 5/6 (Leipzig: Leipzig
University, 2020).

32.  Sven Beckert, ʻEinleitung ,̓ in Sven Beckert, King Cotton: Eine Geschichte des globalen Kapitalismus (Munich: Beck, 2014),
12.

33.  Michael Zeuske, ʻ2019 Hidden Atlantic Atlántico oculto (august agosto) ,̓ https://www.academia.edu/40119218/2019 ;
ʻOut of the Americas: Slave Traders and the Hidden Atlantic in the Nineteenth Century ,̓ Atlantic Studies, 15/1 (2018), 103–
135.

34. See www.slavevoyages.org; David Eltis and David Richardson (eds.), Extending the Frontiers: Essays on the New
Transatlantic Slave Trade Database (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2008); David Eltis and David Richardson, Atlas of
the Transatlantic Slave Trade (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press 2010); Alex Borucki, David Eltis, and David Wheat,
ʻAtlantic History and the Slave Trade to Spanish America ,̓ The American Historical Review, 120/2 (2015), 433–461.

35. See David Wheat, Atlantic Africa and the Spanish Caribbean, 1570–1640 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
2016); Bartolomé Yun-Casalilla, ʻThe History of Consumption of Early Modern Europe in a Trans-Atlantic Perspective. Some
New Challenges in European Social History ,̓ in Veronika Hyden-Hanscho, Renate Pieper, and Werner Stangl (eds.), Cultural
Exchange and Consumption Patterns in the Age of Enlightenment. Europe and the Atlantic World (Bochum, Germany: Verlag
Dr. Dieter Winkler, 2013), 25–40. See also Marc Eagle and David Wheat, ʻThe Early Iberian Slave Trade to the Spanish
Caribbean, 1500–1580 ,̓ in Alex Borucki, David Eltis, and David Wheat (eds.), From the Galleons to the Highlands: Slave
Trade Routes in the Spanish Americas (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2020) 47–72; Richard Price (ed.),
Maroon Societies: Rebel Slave Communities in the Americas (Boston: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996); Alvin O.
Thompson, Flight to Freedom. African Runaways and Maroons in the Americas (Kingston, Jamaica: University of the West
Indian Press, 2006); Javier Laviña and José Luis Ruiz-Peinado, Resistencias esclavas en las Américas (Aranjuez, Spain: Doce
Calles, 2006); Jorge L. Chinea, ʻDiasporic Marronage: Some Colonial and Intercolonial Repercussions of Overland and
Waterborne Slave Flight, with Special Reference to the Caribbean Archipelago,̓ Revista Brasileira do Caribe, 10/19 (2009),
259–284.

p. 328

36.  Michael Zeuske, ʻDie Nicht-Geschichte von Versklavten als Archiv-Geschichte von “Stimmen” und “Körpern” ,̓ Jahrbuch für
Europäische Überseegeschichte, 16 (2016), 65–114; Vicent Sanz and Michael Zeuske, ʻTowards a Microhistory of the
Enslaved. Global Considerations ,̓ in Santiago Luxán Meléndez and João de Figueroa Rego (eds.), El tabaco y la
rearticulación imperial ibérica (s. VV-XX) (Évora, Portugal: Publicações do Cidehus, 2018).

37.  Seymour Drescher, ʻThe Long Goodbye: Dutch Capitalism and Antislavery in Comparative Perspective ,̓ in Gert Oostindie
(ed.), Fi�y Years Later. Antislavery, Capitalism and Modernity in the Dutch Orbit (Leiden, The Netherlands: KITLV Press,
1995), 25–66; Seymour Drescher, Abolition. A History of Slavery and Antislavery (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2009); Marcel van der Linden (ed.), Humanitarian Intervention and Changing Labor Relations. The Long-Term Consequences
of the Abolition of the Slave Trade (Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill, 2011).

38.  Michael Zeuske, ʻViertes Sklavereiplateau – Abolitionsdiskurse, Bond-Sklaverei und Second Slaveries (Beginn um 1800) ,̓
in Zeuske, Sklaverei, 96–126.

39.  Richard B. Allen, ʻSlave Trading, Abolitionism, and “New Systems of Slavery” in the Nineteenth-Century Indian Ocean
World ,̓ in Robert Harms, Bernard K. Freamon, and David W. Blight (eds.), Indian Ocean Slavery in the Age of Abolition (New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2013), 183–199; James Francis Warren, ʻThe Structure of Slavery in the Sulu Zone in the
Late Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries ,̓ in Gwyn Campbell (ed.), The Structure of Slavery in Indian Ocean Africa and Asia
(London: Frank Cass, 2004), 111–128.

40.  Frederic Cooper, From Slaves to Squatters: Plantation Labor and Agriculture in Zanzibar and Coastal Kenya, 1890–1925
(New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1980); Frederic Cooper, Plantation Slavery on the East Coast of Africa (Portsmouth:
Heinemann, 1997); Matthew S. Hopper, Slaves of One Master: Globalization and Slavery in Arabia in the Age of Empire (New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2015); Oliver Tappe and Ulrike Lindner, ʻGlobal Variants of Bonded Labour ,̓ in Sabine

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/edited-volum

e/55348/chapter/431183239 by O
xford U

niversity Press U
SA user on 24 April 2024

https://www.academia.edu/40119218/2019
http://www.slavevoyages.org/


Damir-Geilsdorf et al. (eds.), Bonded Labour: Global and Comparative Perspectives (18th-21st Century) (Bielefeld, Germany:
transcript Verlag, 2016), 9–34.

41.  Evelyn Hu-DeHart, ʻLa Trata Amarilla. The Yellow Trade and the Middle Passage, 1847-1884 ,̓ in Emma Christopher,
Cassandra Pybus, and Marcus Rediker (eds.), Many Middle Passages. Forced Migration and the Making of the Modern World
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2007), 166–183; Evelyn Hu-DeHart, ʻLatin America in Asia-Pacific Perspective ,̓ in
Rhacel Salazar Parreñas and Lok C. D. Siu (eds.), Asian Diasporas. New Formations, New Conceptions (Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press, 2007), 29–61; Evelyn Hu-DeHart and Kathleen López, ʻAsian Diasporas in Latin America and in
the Caribbean: An Historical Overview ,̓ Afro-Hispanic Review, 27/1 (2008), 9–21; Adam McKeown, ʻGlobal Migration 1846-
1940 ,̓ Journal of World History, 15/2 (2004), 155–190; Adam McKeown, ʻChinese Emigration in Global Context, 1850-
1940 ,̓ Journal of Global History, 5 (2010), 95–124; Allen, ʻSlave Trading, Abolitionism, and “New Systems of Slavery” ʼ;
Michael Zeuske, ʻCoolies—Asiáticos and Chinos: Global Dimensions of Second Slavery ,̓ in Damir-Geilsdorf et al., Bonded
Labour, 35–57. See also Laurence Brown, ʻ“A Most Irregular Tra�ic”. The Oceanic Passages of the Melanesian Labor Trade ,̓
in Christopher et al., Many Middle Passages, 184–203.

p. 329

42.  Sven Beckert, ʻDie Bildung globaler Netzwerke ,̓ in Beckert, King Cotton, 197–229.

43.  Michael Zeuske, ʻKein Ende nach dem Ende -Diskurse und Realitäten der globalen Sklaverei seit 1800 ,̓ in Zeuske,
Sklaverei, 212–244. See also: Amalia Ribi Forclaz, Humanitarian Imperialism. The Politics of Anti-Slavery Activism, 1880–
1940 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015); Olivier Grenouilleau, La révolution abolitionniste (Paris: Gallimard, 2017);
Drescher, Abolition.

44.  Inés Roldán de Montaud, ʻOn the Blurred Boundaries of Freedom: Liberated Africans in Cuba, 1817–1870 ,̓ in Dale W.
Tomich (ed.), New Frontiers of Slavery (Albany: State University of New York Press, 2015), 127–155; Michael Zeuske,
ʻEmancipados oder “befreite” Verschleppte als Staatssklaven der Atlantisierung [Emancipados or “Liberated” Enslaved
Persons as State-Slaves of Atlanticization/Emancipados o esclavizados “liberados” como esclavos del Estado de la
atlantización] ,̓ https://www.academia.edu/15139503/ .

45.  Fernando Ortiz, ʻLos “Emancipados”. Su historia. Su situación desventajosa ,̓ in Fernando Ortiz, Los negros esclavos
(Havana: Ed. de Ciencias Sociales, 1976), 298–305; G. Ugo Nwokeji and David Eltis, ʻCharacteristics of Captives Leaving the
Cameroons for the Americas, 1822-37 ,̓ Journal of African History, 43 (2002), 191–210; G. Ugo Nwokeji and David Eltis, ʻThe
Roots of the African Diaspora: Methodological Considerations in the Analysis of Names in the Liberated African Registers of
Sierra Leone and Havana ,̓ History in Africa, 29 (2002), 368–373; David Eltis, ʻO significado da investigação sobre os
africanos escapados de navios negreiros no século XIX ,̓ Historia: Questões & Debates, Curitiba, 52 (2010), 13–39; Sharla M.
Fett, Recaptured Africans. Surviving Slave Ships, Detention, and Dislocation in the Final Years of the Slave Trade (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2017).

46.  Zeuske, ʻCoolies—Asiáticos and Chinos:ʼ, 35–57.

47.  Enrique Martino, ʻDash-peonage: the contradictions of debt bondage in the colonial plantations of Fernando Pó,̓ Africa,
87/1 (2017), 53–78; ʻPANYA. Economies of Deception and the Discontinuities of Indentured Labour Recruitment and the
Slave Trade, Nigeria and Fernando Pó, 1890s-1940s ,̓ African Economic History, 44 (2016), 91–129.

48.  Zeuske, ʻGlobalhistorische Sklavereiplateausʼ, 41–140.

49.  Marc Eagle and David Wheat, ʻThe Early Iberian Slave Trade to the Spanish Caribbean, 1500–1580 ,̓ in Alex Borucki et al.,
From the Galleons to the Highlands, 47–72.

50.  Reséndez, The Other Slavery.

51.  Nancy E. van, Deusen, ʻThe Intimacies of Bondage: Female Indigenous Servants and Their Spanish Masters, 1492-1555 ,̓
Journal of Womenʼs History, 24/1 (2012), 13–43; ʻComing to Castile with Cortés: Indigenous “Servitude” in the Sixteenth
Century ,̓ Ethnohistory, 62/2 (2015), 285–308.

52.  Scott Cave, ʻMadalena: The Entangled History of One Indigenous Floridan Woman in the Atlantic World ,̓ The Americas,
74/2 (2017), 172, fn 2.

53.  Cameron, ʻNature of Slavery in Small-Scale Societiesʼ, 151–168. See also Salvador Bernabé, Christophe Giucelli, and Gilles
Harvard (eds.), Cautivos, renegados, ʻhombres libresʼ and missions en los confines americanos. S. XVI-XIX (Madrid: Doce

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/edited-volum

e/55348/chapter/431183239 by O
xford U

niversity Press U
SA user on 24 April 2024

https://www.academia.edu/15139503/


Calles, 2012); Yessica M. González Gómez, ʻ“Para La liberación de aquellos infelices …” Rescate, negociación y
circulación de cautivos en la Araucanía en Chile. Siglos XVIII-XIX ,̓ Temas Americanistas, 41 (2018), 284–306.

p. 330

54.  Michael Zeuske, ʻHumboldt in Venezuela and Cuba: The “Second Slavery” ,̓ German Life and Letters, 74/3 (2021), 311–325.

55.  Alex Borucki, ʻTrans-imperial History in the Making of the Slave Trade to Venezuela, 1526-1811 ,̓ Itinerario, 36/2 (2012), 29–
54.

56.  Zeuske, ʻHumboldt in Venezuela and Cuba.

57.  Andrew Sluyter, Black Ranching Frontiers: African Cattle Herders of the Atlantic World, 1500–1900 (New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 2012).

58.  Javier Rodríguez Piña, Guerra de castas. La venta de indios mayas a Cuba, 1848–1861 (México DF: Consejo General de
Publicaciones, 1990); Hernán Venegas Delgado and Carlos Valdés Dávila, La ruta del horror. Prisioneros Indios del Noreste
Novohispano llevados como esclavos a La Habana, Cuba (finales del siglo XVIII a principios del siglo XIX) (México DF: Plaza y
Valdés, 2013).

59.  Rebecca J. Scott and Jean-Michel Hébrard, ʻOne Woman, Three Revolutions: Rosalie of the Poulard Nation ,̓ in Thomas
Bender, Laurent Dubois, and Thomas Richard Rabinowitz (eds.), Revolution! The Atlantic World Reborn (London: Antique
Collectors Club Ltd, 2011), 199–220.

60.  Paul Estrade, ʻLos colonos yucatecos como sustitutos de los esclavos negros ,̓ in Consuelo Naranjo Orovio and Tomás
Mallo Gutiérrez (eds.), Cuba la perla de las Antillas. Actas de las I Jornadas sobre Cuba y su historia (Aranjuez (Madrid): Doce
Calles, 1994), 93–107; Rodríguez Piña, Guerra de castas, passim.

61. List (original), written 21 August 1815, Rio Pongo (in English), in ANC, Tribunal de Comercio (TC), legajo (leg.) 184, no. 13
(1815); also: ANC, TC, leg. 181, no. 12 (1827; P.za 5 ). D.n Jacobo Faber contra D.n Martin Zavala y otros sobre cuentas; ANC,
TC, leg. 181, no. 10 (1827; P.za 6ª). Souchay (Cornelio). Jacobo Faber y Cornelio Souchay contra Martin de Zavala, sobre
cuentas de expediciones de negros. See also Michael Zeuske, ʻAfrica ,̓ in Michael Zeuske and María del Carmen Barcia
Zequeira, Pedro Blanco, el negrero. Mito, realidad y espacios (Havana, Cuba: Ediciones Boloña, 2017); and Michael Zeuske
and Vicent Sanz Rozalén, ʻEl Negrito y la microeconomía política de la trata negrera en el Atlántico. La arribada a puerto
con un cargamento de esclavizados ,̓ in Aurelia Martín Casares, Rafael Benítez Sánchez Blanco, and Andrea Schiavon
(eds.), Reflejos de la Esclavitud en el Arte. Imágenes de Europa y América (Valencia: Tirant lo Blanch, 2021), 139–162.

a

62.  Fernando Ortiz, Hampa afro-cubana: Los negros esclavos. Estudio sociológico y de derecho público (Havana: Revista
Bimestre Cubana, 1916); Ortiz, Los negros esclavos. See also Manuel Lucena Salmoral, ʻEl período de los asientos con
particulares (1595-1700) ,̓ in Lucena Salmoral, La esclavitud en la América española (Warsaw: Universidad de
Varsovia/Centro de Estudios Latinoamericanos, 2002), 178–205.

63.  Guno Jones, ʻThe Shadows of (Public) Recognition Transatlantic Slavery and Indian Ocean Slavery in Dutch
Historiography and Public Culture ,̓ in Alicia Schrikker and Nira Wickramasinghe (eds.), Being A Slave. Histories and
Legacies of European Slavery in the Indian Ocean (Leiden, The Netherlands: Leiden University Press, 2021), 288.

64.  Kathryn Joy McKnight and Leo J. Garofalo (eds.), Afro-Latino Voices: Narratives from the Early Modern Ibero-Atlantic World,
1550–1812 (Indianapolis, IN: Hackett, 2009). Also William Luis (ed.), Voices from Under: Black Narrative in Latin America and
the Caribbean (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1984); William Luis, Literary Bondage: Slavery in Cuban Narrative
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990); Marcos Abreu Leitão de Almeida, ʻAfrican Voices from the Congo Coast: Languages
and the Politics of Identification in the Slave Ship Jovem Maria (1850) ,̓ Journal of African History, 60/2 (2019), 167–189.

p. 331

65.  Paul E. Lovejoy, ʻ“Freedom Narratives” of Transatlantic Slavery ,̓ Slavery & Abolition, 32/1 (2011), 91–107.

66.  Orlando García Martínez and Michael Zeuske, ʻEstado, notarios y esclavos en Cuba. Aspectos de una genealogía legal de la
ciudadanía en sociedades esclavistas ,̓ in Christine Hatzky and Michael Zeuske (eds.), Cuba en 1902 después del imperio—
Una nueva nación (Berlin: LIT Verlag 2008), 86–156; Claudia Varella and Manuel Barcia, ʻThe Path to Abolition: Síndicos,
Coartados and the Presence of the State ,̓ in Claudia Varella and Manuel Barcia, Wage-Earning Slaves. Coartación in
Nineteenth-Century Cuba (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 2020), 49–65; Vicent Sanz and Michael Zeuske,
ʻMicrohistoria de esclavos y esclavas ,̓ Millars. Espai i Història, 42/1 (2017), 9–21

67.  Victor Goldgel Carballo, ʻForty-One Years a Slave: Agnosia and Mobility in Nineteenth-Century Cuba ,̓ Atlantic Studies, 18/1

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/edited-volum

e/55348/chapter/431183239 by O
xford U

niversity Press U
SA user on 24 April 2024



(2021), 31–50. Also Rebecca J. Scott and Carlos Venegas Fornias, ʻMaría Coleta and the Capuchin Friar: Slavery, Salvation,
and the Adjudication of Status ,̓ William and Mary Quarterly, 76/4 (2019), 727–762; Janett Reinstädler and Michael Zeuske,
ʻEsclavitud y memoria cultural en Hispanoamérica ,̓ in Roland Spiller, Kirsten Mahlke, and Janett Reinstädler (eds.),
Trauma y memoria cultural. Hispanoamérica y España (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2020), 125–143; Hans-Jürgen Burchardt and
Johanna Leinius (eds.), (Post-)colonial Archipelagos. Comparing the Legacies of Spanish Colonialism in Cuba, Puerto Rico
and the Philippines (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2022).

68.  Autobiographie de Juan Francisco Manzano (1797–1851) (Paris: Karthala, 2004). Also José Luciano Franco, Autobiografía,
cartas y versos de Juan Francisco Manzano (Havana, Cuba: Municipio de La Habana, 1937), 84; Alain Yacou (ed.), Un
esclave-poète à Cuba au temps du péril noir (Paris: Karthala, 2004); Gera C. Burton, Ambivalence and the Postcolonial
Subject. The Strategic Alliance of Juan Francisco Manzano and Richard Robert Madden (New York: Peter Lang, 2004).

69. Original copies of the interrogation protocols, signed by Juan Almansa, La Habana, 13–15 July 1839, in Archivo Nacional
de Cuba (ANC), Comisión Militar (CM), legajo (leg.) 23, no. 1 (2 tomos), Contra los morenos … (1839), f. 18r-32v, f. 28r-v.
Pedro Deschamps Chapeaux, ʻMargarito Blanco, el “Ocongo de Ultan” ,̓ Boletín del Instituto de Historia y del Archivo
Nacional, 65 (1964), 95–109; Tato Quiñones, ʻDe la causa seguida contra Margarito Blanco y otros por asociación ilícita.
Barrio de Jesús María, La Habana, 1839 ,̓ in Tato Quiñones, Asere. Núncue Itiá. Ecobio Enyene Abacuá de la ciudad de La
Habana (Havana, Cuba: Editorial José Martí, 2016), 24–31.

70. ʻPapeles aprehendidos á los 7. Negros q.e expresa el anterior oficio ,̓ in ANC, CM, leg. 23, no. 1, f. 11r-17v f., 14r-v.

71.  Gloria García Rodríguez, ʻEl complot del capitán Monzón,̓ in Gloria García Rodríguez, Conspiraciones y revueltas. La
actividad política de los negros en Cuba (1790–1845) (Santiago de Cuba: Editorial Oriente, 2003), 107.

72.  Lydia Cabrera, La sociedad secreta Abakuá, narrada por viejos adeptos (Havana, Cuba: Ediciones C.R., 1958); Enrique Sosa
Rodríguez, Los Ñáñigos (Havana, Cuba: Ediciones Casa de las Américas, 1982); Enrique Sosa Rodríguez, ʻOrigen y
expansión del ñañiguismo,̓ Estudios de Historia Social, 44–47 (1988), 539–550; Tato Quiñones, ʻLos “Íremes” o “diablitos”
de los ñáñigos cubanos ,̓ in Tato Quiñones, Ecorie Abakuá. Cuatro ensayos sobre los ñáñigos cubanos (Havana, Cuba:
Ediciones Unión, 1994), 13–22; Stephan Palmié, Wizards and Scientists. Explorations in Afro-Cuban Modernity & Tradition
(Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2002); Ivor L. Miller, Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Jackson:
University Press of Mississippi, 2009); Manuel Martínez Casanova and Nery Gómez Abreu, La Sociedad Secreta Abakúa
(Visión de la única sociedad iniciatica de guerreros africanos que sobrevivió en América) (Santa Clara: Universidad Central
de Las Villas, n.d.); Stephan Palmié, ʻEkpe/Abakuá in Middle Passage: Time, Space and Units of Analysis in African
American Historical Anthropology ,̓ in Andrew Apter and Lauren Derby (eds.), Activating the Past: History and Memory in the
Black Atlantic World (Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars, 2010), 1–45; José Antonio Figueroa, ʻLos Abakuá: Criminalidad y
asociacionismo negro ,̓ in José Antonio Figueroa, Republicanos negros: Guerras por la igualdad, racismo y relativismo
cultural (Bogotá, Colombia: Crítica, 2022), 149–164.

p. 332

73.  Rafael L. López Valdés, ʻAbakuá ,̓ in Aviva Chomsky et al. (eds), The Cuban Reader. History, Culture, Politics (Durham, NC:
Duke University Press, 2019), 201; see also his early anthropological work: Rafael L. López Valdés, ʻLa Sociedad Secreta
“Abakuá” en un Grupo de Obreros Portuarios ,̓ Etnología y Folklorem 2 (1966), 5–26.

74.  Ivor L. Miller, ʻThe Relationship between Early Forms of Literacy in Old Calabar and Inherited Manuscripts of the Cuban
Abakuá Society ,̓ Afro-Hispanic Review, 35/2 (2016), 162–196. See also Jan Vansina, ʻLong-Distance Trade Routes in Central
Africa ,̓ Journal of African History, 3 (1962), 375–390; Beatrix Heintze, ʻSchwarze “Weiße”: Die Ambakisten ,̓ in Heintze,
Afrikanische Pioniere. Trägerkarawanen im westlichen Zentralafrika (ca. 1850–1890), 155–174; J. Vansina, ʻAmbaca Society
and the Slave Trade, c. 1760-1845 ,̓ Journal of African History, 46 (2005), 1–27; Michael Zeuske, ʻSlaving–Traumata und
Erinnerungen der Versklavung ,̓ in Zeuske, Sklavenhändler, Negreros und Atlantikkreolen, 55–115.

75.  Antera Duka, ʻExtracts from the Original Text of the Diary of Antera Duke ,̓ in Stephen D. Behrendt, A. J. H. Latham, and
David Northrup (eds.), The Diary of Antera Duke, an 18th-Century African Slave Trader (New York: Oxford University Press,
2010), 134–219.

76.  Randy J. Sparks, The Two Princes of Calabar: An Eighteenth-Century Atlantic Odyssey (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 2004).

77.  Michael Zeuske, ʻForced Mobilities. Slave Trade and Indentured Migration ,̓ in Matthias Middell (ed.), The Routledge
Handbook of Transregional Studies (London: Routledge, 2019), 377–383.

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/edited-volum

e/55348/chapter/431183239 by O
xford U

niversity Press U
SA user on 24 April 2024



78.  Hugh Tinker, A New System of Slavery: The Export of Indian Labour Overseas, 1830‐1920 (London: Oxford University Press,
1974); Allen, ʻSlave Trading, Abolitionism, and “New Systems of Slavery” ʼ, 183–199; Richard B. Allen, ʻSlaves, Convicts,
Abolitionism and the Global Origins of the Post-Emancipation Indentured Labor System,̓ Slavery and Abolition, 35/2
(2014), 328–348; Richard B. Allen, European Slave Trading in the Indian Ocean, 1500–1850 (Athens: Ohio University Press,
2014); Michael Zeuske, ʻCoolies—Asiáticos and Chinos ,̓ 35–57.

79.  Christopher et al., Many Middle Passages.

80.  Lisa Yun, ʻCoolies on Ships and the Passage: International Tra�ic and the Passage “Under the Lid of Hades” ,̓ in Lissa Yun,
The Coolie Speaks: Chinese Indentured Laborers and African Slaves in Cuba (Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press,
2008), 14–21.

81.  Evelyn Hu-DeHart, ʻChinese Coolie Labour in Cuba in the Nineteenth Century: Free Labour or Neo-Slavery?ʼ Slavery and
Abolition, 14/1 (1993), 67–86; Evelyn Hu-DeHart, ʻFrom Slavery to Freedom: Chinese Coolies on the Sugar Plantations of
Nineteenth Century Cuba ,̓ Labour History, 113 (2017), 31–51; Zeuske, ʻCoolies—Asiáticos and Chinos, 35–57.p. 333

82.  Yun, Coolie Speaks.

83.  Michael Zeuske and Stephan Conermann, ʻThe Slavery/Capitalism Debate Global: From “Capitalism and Slavery” to
Slavery as Capitalism. Introduction ,̓ in Conermann and Zeuske, Slavery/Capitalism Debate Global. Comparativ. Zeitschri�
für Globalgeschichte und Vergleichende Gesellscha�sforschung 30: 5/6, 448–463.

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/edited-volum

e/55348/chapter/431183239 by O
xford U

niversity Press U
SA user on 24 April 2024



Select Bibliography

Elías-Caro, Jorge E., and Naranjo Orovio, Consuelo, eds., Migraciones antillanas: Trabajo, desigualdad y xenofobia (Santa Marta,
Colombia: Editorial Unimagdalena, 2021).
Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

Eltis, David, ed., Coerced and Free Migration: Global Perspectives (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2002).
Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

Eltis David, and Engerman, Stanley, eds., The Cambridge World History of Slavery, Vol. 3 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2011).
Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

Emmer, Pieter C., ed., Colonialism and Migration: Indentured labour before and a�er Slavery (Dordrecht, The Netherlands: M.
Nijho�, 1986).
Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

Forret, Je�, and Sears, Christine, eds., New Directions in Slavery Studies: Commodification, Community, and Comparison (Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2015)
Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

Hoerder, Dirk, Cultures in Contact: World Migrations in the Second Millennium (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2002).
Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

Manning, Patrick, Migration in Modern World History, 1500–2000 (Belmont, MA: Wadsworth, 2000).
Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

Manning, Patrick, ed., Slaves Trades, 1500–1800. Globalisation of Forced Labour (Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, 1996).
Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

Miller, Joseph C., The Problem of Slavery as History. A Global Approach (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2012).
Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

Reséndez, Andrés, The Other Slavery: The Uncovered Story of Indian Enslavement in America (Boston: Houghton Mi�lin Harcourt,
2016).
Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

Rosal, Miguel A., Africanos y afrodescendientes en Buenos Aires (siglos XVI-XVII). Esbozo de un estudio sobre fuentes inéditas y
publicadas del Archivo General de la Nación (Saarbrücken, Germany: Editorial Acádemica Española, 2016).
Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

Rossum, Matthias van, Geelen, Alexander, Hout, Bram van den, and Tosun, Merve, Testimonies of Enslavement. Sources on
Slavery from the Indian Ocean World (London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2020).
Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

Rossum, Matthias van, ʻSlavery and Its Transformations: Prolegomena for a Global and Comparative Research Agenda ,̓
Comparative Studies in Society and History, 63/3 (2021), 566–598.
Google Scholar WorldCat  

Wheat, David, Atlantic Africa and the Spanish Caribbean, 1570–1640 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2016).
Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

Wong Siu-lun, ed., Chinese and Indian Diasporas: Comparative Perspectives (Hong Kong: Centre of Asian Studies/ University of
Hong Kong, 2004).

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/edited-volum

e/55348/chapter/431183239 by O
xford U

niversity Press U
SA user on 24 April 2024

http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=Migraciones%20antillanas%3A%20Trabajo%2C%20desigualdad%20y%20xenofobia
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Migraciones%20antillanas%3A%20Trabajo%2C%20desigualdad%20y%20xenofobia&author=%20&author=%20&publication_year=2021&book=Migraciones%20antillanas%3A%20Trabajo%2C%20desigualdad%20y%20xenofobia
https://www.google.com/search?q=Migraciones%20antillanas%3A%20Trabajo%2C%20desigualdad%20y%20xenofobia&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:Migraciones%20antillanas%3A%20Trabajo%2C%20desigualdad%20y%20xenofobia&qt=advanced&dblist=638
http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=Coerced%20and%20Free%20Migration%3A%20Global%20Perspectives
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Coerced%20and%20Free%20Migration%3A%20Global%20Perspectives&author=%20&publication_year=2002&book=Coerced%20and%20Free%20Migration%3A%20Global%20Perspectives
https://www.google.com/search?q=Coerced%20and%20Free%20Migration%3A%20Global%20Perspectives&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:Coerced%20and%20Free%20Migration%3A%20Global%20Perspectives&qt=advanced&dblist=638
http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=The%20Cambridge%20World%20History%20of%20Slavery
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=The%20Cambridge%20World%20History%20of%20Slavery&author=%20&author=%20&publication_year=2011&book=The%20Cambridge%20World%20History%20of%20Slavery
https://www.google.com/search?q=The%20Cambridge%20World%20History%20of%20Slavery&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:The%20Cambridge%20World%20History%20of%20Slavery&qt=advanced&dblist=638
http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=Colonialism%20and%20Migration%3A%20Indentured%20labour%20before%20and%20after%20Slavery
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Colonialism%20and%20Migration%3A%20Indentured%20labour%20before%20and%20after%20Slavery&author=%20&publication_year=1986&book=Colonialism%20and%20Migration%3A%20Indentured%20labour%20before%20and%20after%20Slavery
https://www.google.com/search?q=Colonialism%20and%20Migration%3A%20Indentured%20labour%20before%20and%20after%20Slavery&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:Colonialism%20and%20Migration%3A%20Indentured%20labour%20before%20and%20after%20Slavery&qt=advanced&dblist=638
http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=New%20Directions%20in%20Slavery%20Studies%3A%20Commodification%2C%20Community%2C%20and%20Comparison
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=New%20Directions%20in%20Slavery%20Studies%3A%20Commodification%2C%20Community%2C%20and%20Comparison&author=%20&author=%20&publication_year=2015&book=New%20Directions%20in%20Slavery%20Studies%3A%20Commodification%2C%20Community%2C%20and%20Comparison
https://www.google.com/search?q=New%20Directions%20in%20Slavery%20Studies%3A%20Commodification%2C%20Community%2C%20and%20Comparison&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:New%20Directions%20in%20Slavery%20Studies%3A%20Commodification%2C%20Community%2C%20and%20Comparison&qt=advanced&dblist=638
http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=Cultures%20in%20Contact%3A%20World%20Migrations%20in%20the%20Second%20Millennium
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Cultures%20in%20Contact%3A%20World%20Migrations%20in%20the%20Second%20Millennium&author=%20&publication_year=2002&book=Cultures%20in%20Contact%3A%20World%20Migrations%20in%20the%20Second%20Millennium
https://www.google.com/search?q=Cultures%20in%20Contact%3A%20World%20Migrations%20in%20the%20Second%20Millennium&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:Cultures%20in%20Contact%3A%20World%20Migrations%20in%20the%20Second%20Millennium&qt=advanced&dblist=638
http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=Migration%20in%20Modern%20World%20History%2C%201500%E2%80%932000
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Migration%20in%20Modern%20World%20History%2C%201500%E2%80%932000&author=%20&publication_year=2000&book=Migration%20in%20Modern%20World%20History%2C%201500%E2%80%932000
https://www.google.com/search?q=Migration%20in%20Modern%20World%20History%2C%201500%E2%80%932000&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:Migration%20in%20Modern%20World%20History%2C%201500%E2%80%932000&qt=advanced&dblist=638
http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=Slaves%20Trades%2C%201500%E2%80%931800.%20Globalisation%20of%20Forced%20Labour
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Slaves%20Trades%2C%201500%E2%80%931800.%20Globalisation%20of%20Forced%20Labour&author=%20&publication_year=1996&book=Slaves%20Trades%2C%201500%E2%80%931800.%20Globalisation%20of%20Forced%20Labour
https://www.google.com/search?q=Slaves%20Trades%2C%201500%E2%80%931800.%20Globalisation%20of%20Forced%20Labour&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:Slaves%20Trades%2C%201500%E2%80%931800.%20Globalisation%20of%20Forced%20Labour&qt=advanced&dblist=638
http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=The%20Problem%20of%20Slavery%20as%20History.%20A%20Global%20Approach
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=The%20Problem%20of%20Slavery%20as%20History.%20A%20Global%20Approach&author=%20&publication_year=2012&book=The%20Problem%20of%20Slavery%20as%20History.%20A%20Global%20Approach
https://www.google.com/search?q=The%20Problem%20of%20Slavery%20as%20History.%20A%20Global%20Approach&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:The%20Problem%20of%20Slavery%20as%20History.%20A%20Global%20Approach&qt=advanced&dblist=638
http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=The%20Other%20Slavery%3A%20The%20Uncovered%20Story%20of%20Indian%20Enslavement%20in%20America
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=The%20Other%20Slavery%3A%20The%20Uncovered%20Story%20of%20Indian%20Enslavement%20in%20America&author=%20&publication_year=2016&book=The%20Other%20Slavery%3A%20The%20Uncovered%20Story%20of%20Indian%20Enslavement%20in%20America
https://www.google.com/search?q=The%20Other%20Slavery%3A%20The%20Uncovered%20Story%20of%20Indian%20Enslavement%20in%20America&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:The%20Other%20Slavery%3A%20The%20Uncovered%20Story%20of%20Indian%20Enslavement%20in%20America&qt=advanced&dblist=638
http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=Africanos%20y%20afrodescendientes%20en%20Buenos%20Aires%20%28siglos%20XVI-XVII%29.%20Esbozo%20de%20un%20estudio%20sobre%20fuentes%20in%C3%A9ditas%20y%20publicadas%20del%20Archivo%20General%20de%20la%20Naci%C3%B3n
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Africanos%20y%20afrodescendientes%20en%20Buenos%20Aires%20%28siglos%20XVI-XVII%29.%20Esbozo%20de%20un%20estudio%20sobre%20fuentes%20in%C3%A9ditas%20y%20publicadas%20del%20Archivo%20General%20de%20la%20Naci%C3%B3n&author=%20&publication_year=2016&book=Africanos%20y%20afrodescendientes%20en%20Buenos%20Aires%20%28siglos%20XVI-XVII%29.%20Esbozo%20de%20un%20estudio%20sobre%20fuentes%20in%C3%A9ditas%20y%20publicadas%20del%20Archivo%20General%20de%20la%20Naci%C3%B3n
https://www.google.com/search?q=Africanos%20y%20afrodescendientes%20en%20Buenos%20Aires%20%28siglos%20XVI-XVII%29.%20Esbozo%20de%20un%20estudio%20sobre%20fuentes%20in%C3%A9ditas%20y%20publicadas%20del%20Archivo%20General%20de%20la%20Naci%C3%B3n&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:Africanos%20y%20afrodescendientes%20en%20Buenos%20Aires%20%28siglos%20XVI-XVII%29.%20Esbozo%20de%20un%20estudio%20sobre%20fuentes%20in%C3%A9ditas%20y%20publicadas%20del%20Archivo%20General%20de%20la%20Naci%C3%B3n&qt=advanced&dblist=638
http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=Testimonies%20of%20Enslavement.%20Sources%20on%20Slavery%20from%20the%20Indian%20Ocean%20World
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Testimonies%20of%20Enslavement.%20Sources%20on%20Slavery%20from%20the%20Indian%20Ocean%20World&author=%20&author=%20&author=%20&author=%20&publication_year=2020&book=Testimonies%20of%20Enslavement.%20Sources%20on%20Slavery%20from%20the%20Indian%20Ocean%20World
https://www.google.com/search?q=Testimonies%20of%20Enslavement.%20Sources%20on%20Slavery%20from%20the%20Indian%20Ocean%20World&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:Testimonies%20of%20Enslavement.%20Sources%20on%20Slavery%20from%20the%20Indian%20Ocean%20World&qt=advanced&dblist=638
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Slavery%20and%20Its%20Transformations%3A%20Prolegomena%20for%20a%20Global%20and%20Comparative%20Research%20Agenda&author=%20&publication_year=2021&journal=Comparative%20Studies%20in%20Society%20and%20History%2C&volume=&pages=
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:Slavery%20and%20Its%20Transformations%3A%20Prolegomena%20for%20a%20Global%20and%20Comparative%20Research%20Agenda&qt=advanced&dblist=638
http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=Atlantic%20Africa%20and%20the%20Spanish%20Caribbean%2C%201570%E2%80%931640
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Atlantic%20Africa%20and%20the%20Spanish%20Caribbean%2C%201570%E2%80%931640&author=%20&publication_year=2016&book=Atlantic%20Africa%20and%20the%20Spanish%20Caribbean%2C%201570%E2%80%931640
https://www.google.com/search?q=Atlantic%20Africa%20and%20the%20Spanish%20Caribbean%2C%201570%E2%80%931640&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:Atlantic%20Africa%20and%20the%20Spanish%20Caribbean%2C%201570%E2%80%931640&qt=advanced&dblist=638


Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

Zeuske, Michael, Handbuch Geschichte der Sklaverei. Eine Globalgeschichte von den Anfängen bis heute, 2 vols. (Berlin: De
Gruyter, 2019).
Google Scholar Google Preview WorldCat COPAC  

p. 334

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/edited-volum

e/55348/chapter/431183239 by O
xford U

niversity Press U
SA user on 24 April 2024

http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=Chinese%20and%20Indian%20Diasporas%3A%20Comparative%20Perspectives
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Chinese%20and%20Indian%20Diasporas%3A%20Comparative%20Perspectives&author=%20&publication_year=2004&book=Chinese%20and%20Indian%20Diasporas%3A%20Comparative%20Perspectives
https://www.google.com/search?q=Chinese%20and%20Indian%20Diasporas%3A%20Comparative%20Perspectives&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:Chinese%20and%20Indian%20Diasporas%3A%20Comparative%20Perspectives&qt=advanced&dblist=638
http://copac.ac.uk/search?ti=Handbuch%20Geschichte%20der%20Sklaverei.%20Eine%20Globalgeschichte%20von%20den%20Anf%C3%A4ngen%20bis%20heute
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Handbuch%20Geschichte%20der%20Sklaverei.%20Eine%20Globalgeschichte%20von%20den%20Anf%C3%A4ngen%20bis%20heute&author=%20&publication_year=2019&book=Handbuch%20Geschichte%20der%20Sklaverei.%20Eine%20Globalgeschichte%20von%20den%20Anf%C3%A4ngen%20bis%20heute
https://www.google.com/search?q=Handbuch%20Geschichte%20der%20Sklaverei.%20Eine%20Globalgeschichte%20von%20den%20Anf%C3%A4ngen%20bis%20heute&btnG=Search+Books&tbm=bks&tbo=1
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti:Handbuch%20Geschichte%20der%20Sklaverei.%20Eine%20Globalgeschichte%20von%20den%20Anf%C3%A4ngen%20bis%20heute&qt=advanced&dblist=638

