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Abstract:

This lecture takes aim at a set of problematic assumptions underlying one of the central
conversations in New Testament scholarship, the “Synoptic Problem” that seeks to
explain the literary relationships between the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. |
argue that standard arguments about Synoptic compositional practices have ignored
the constitutive role of enslaved and formerly enslaved literary workers in the literary
culture of the Roman Mediterranean. By attending to the invisible labor of these
uncredited collaborators, the article reimagines Synoptic gospel writing and expands
the scope of the thinkable in New Testament scholarship.
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