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Abstract:

This lecture will address two points: first, | will introduce key findings from my recent book on
child labour opponents and their campaigns at the turn of the 20th century. Second, | will reveal
the difficulties | faced while writing that history.

The book explores a hitherto under-examined question: how and why did child labour develop
into a key concern worldwide between the 1880s and 1930s? Who were the protagonists who
first raised the issue as a global concern? My study provides the first account of the history of
diverse and locally grounded — but nationally and frequently globally connected — child labour
opponents in the Americas, their motivations and campaigns.

| argue that, for the period between the 1880s and 1930s, one can identify similar protagonists,
a broadly similar time frame, common platforms, comparable campaigning mechanisms and
many types of connections across regions. Nevertheless, in contrast to the global anti-slavery
movement, child labour opponents formed a loosely institutionalised network which lacked an
international organisation that focused specifically on child labour. A global history approach
to child labour opponents helps reveal large-scale patterns across societies and highlight
similarities and differences between cases.

Throughout my research journey | faced a number of difficulties — the subject of the second
part of my talk. In particular, | struggled with finding an adequate narrative for a global history
that moves beyond a eurocentric and western diffusion model as well as national accounts —
the reason why | decided to give my book quite an experimental structure.
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