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Abstract: 
In this presentation, I will examine a series of lawsuits initiated by women who worked 
in retail stores against their employers in different legal contexts throughout the 
nineteenth century in Rio de Janeiro. In particular, I will contrast the diversity of 
arguments employed in each case by the litigants, exploring the role of the intersections 
of race, class/ethnicity and gender to understand how these freed and free single 
women tried, in court, to prove that their work deserved to be paid by salaries in the 
hegemonic presence of slavery and dependency. The aim is to deepen our 
comprehension of the gendered and racialized meanings of waged labor under slavery 
in its final decades, and how the process of legal codification affected women’s labor 
claims. 
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